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Our Good Old Caftle on the Rock: 
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THE COMMON CAUSE. 


VERY lodividual ſhould contribute hig 


talent, whatever be its nature and de- 


gree, to his country, when her exigencies de- 
mand: and there is not one amongſt us, my 
Countrymen, who, while the Providence of 
God permits him to enjoy any corporeal or in- 
tellectual function, has not the means of doing 
ſome public good. The neglett, therefore, 
of any man at a criſis like the preſent, would 
be a deſertion more baſe than treaſon. 

The Cauſe now to be maintained is not that 
of any ſet of men whom the caprices of For- 
tune, or the conſtitutions of Society have 
placed on an eminence in truſt for the reſt: it 
does not move on the narrow ſcale of Minil- 


ters, Kings, nor any of their Partifans; it is 
＋A 3 not 
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not, ſimply, even the auguſt, collective body 


of a TRULY great Empire ; nor yet alone for 
the preſent age: it is the Cauſe of all Nations, 
and as we honour or diſgrace it, will carry 
ſhame or glory to the remoteſt parts of the 
Earth, and to the lateſt Poſterity. 

If ever the ſacred words, Common CAusE 


were more appropriate at one period of the 
Human hiſtory than at another, this is that pe- 


riod: and for tnis, every eye inould noW de 


wary, every foot in motion, and every arm 
prepared. 

From fcenes well formed to aſſiſt and en- 
courage peaceful contemplations, permit a 
fincere Lover of his Country, and of all good 
Men in every Country, to preſent you with 


.* 


the counſels of one, who, in a life o 


meditation, has never deviated from the 


ſerene and flowery paths of ſcience, into thi 
thorny track of politicks, but when he has fel 
it the pur of an Engliſhman to quit the trait 


of milder Reflections, has and {hen devote. 
| | himſel 


himſelf, and the beſt of thoſe energies which 


it has pleaſed the great Diſpenſer to beſtow 
on him, in the hope of appealing ſome diſturb- | 
ance of the public quiet, or moderate ſome 
unhappy contention amongſt his Countrymen. 

He will not divide your attention amongſt 
many objects. There 1s, indeed, but one 
leu and that can call for few arguments; but 
thoſe few will ſpeak to your reaſon, your affec- 
tions, and your ſouls. | 

You have long been at war with others: too 
many of thoſe whom you cannot even yet 
conſider as aliens, are at war with themſelves. 
Diſcuſſions of the motives of the mania that 
continues to drain moſt parts of Europe of 


its blood; and cold or mflammatory diſputes 


about which has been right, which wrong, in 
its origin or progreſs, are over. Civil Diſcord, 
aſſuming at once the ſpeed and deſolation of 
the thunderbolt, moves with giant ſteps from 
one land to another; and even the Ocean is 


no longer a barrier. 


A 4 Coloflus: 


Colofſus-like, ſhe ſtrides from ſea to ſea, and 


almoſt, without borrowing a figure from Poe- 
try, threatens to make the Green one Red.” 
She acquires bulk and vigour as ſhe goes; and 
there is but one remaining way to check her 
ſanguinary career: and unleſs it be immediate- 
ly taken, even that will be in the graſp of this 


exterminating fiend: yet the way is eaſy, and 


after a brief pauſe, I will GOT you to it. 


OUR GOOD OLD CASTLE ON THE 
: ROCK. 


VES, my Countrymen, we have ſtill to boaſt 
OUR GOOD OLD CASTLE ON THE Rock; a 
Rock which Nature has made impregnable to 
every thing but that undermining power, which 
contracts the ſtrength of Armies, and makes 
embattled Nations feeble as the unſinewed 
Babe, — CONFEDERATION | AGAINST THE 
Common CAUSE. 


Nor 


— — |—_ paged A __ 


beds . 


ka ——— r gd 


| on WT om 


am A RD AY hn Wy ypud OA 


Nor is this our Caſtle a barren poſſeſſion, 
though encircled by the Sea; for while the 
idle foam daſhes againſt it, every billow adds 
to its ſecurity, and the Ocean is at once its 
pride and its protector. Which of you does 
not feel that in this ſacred Edifice you have an 
Intereſt, and an Inheritance ? Which of you 
does not exult in the thought that it is your 
home, and that as it remains, amidſt the con- 
vulſions of the Earth, an object of glory to its 
Friends, ſo doth it of deſpair to its Foes ?—lt 
calls, perhaps, for ſome repairs, —here an uſe- 
leſs ornament to be removed there a column 
taken down—in one part, a pillar to be 
ſirengthened—in another the ſuperſtructure, 
and poſſibly ſome of the inviſible ſupports, to 
be examined. In a leſs agitating hour theſe 
may become ſubjects worthy of your attention. 
In the mean time even were an Enemy to take 
a ſurvey, he would find that the foundation is 
good, and that the fabrick ſtill ſtands majeſti- 
cally on the Rock, whereon our Anceſtors 


RA have 
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hare placed it. It was deſigned by genuine 
Patriotiſm, and executed by genuine Wiſdom. 
Let none of the popular infatuations ſeduce 
vou into a belief that it would be for the 
happineſs or policy of any man, now its in- 
habitant, to pull it down; in other words, to 
_ deſtroy in order to make it better. Not even 
the union of all the world's wiſdom or policy 
could in a thouſand years make a new one 
with ſo many excellencies, ſo few defects: and 
if ſome of thoſe defects be important, as it 
is not to be denied they are, let a calmer mo- 
ment be choſen to reform them; and even let 
them be reformed in the ſpirit of men, and 
not of Demons; as members of a Chriſtian 
community, not as political Fanaticks, 


Hell's work performing i in the name of God. 


Be not perſuaded that a new one would 
prove the Phenix: it would but accumulate 


the miſchief by doubling the aſhes: it would 
heap ruin upon ruin, till the Rock itſelf, 
wihereon N ature has ſublimely enthroned it, 
11 ſhould 


+ 
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11 
ſhould give way, and be hurled into the very 
ſea which is now its guardian and its glory. 
Would you, my Countrymen, examine the 
reaſons why the venerable Pile, which amidſt 
o 3 8 


« Wrecks of nature and this cruſh of worlds, 


has ſo long afforded you a ſhelter, ſhould be 
defended by ALL whom it protects, thoſe rea- 
ſons are obvious: they are before your eyes, 
they appeal to your every ſenſe, they are beat» 
ing at your hearts. That Caſtle holds what- 
ever in life is moſt precious to you: it con- 
tains the cradle of your infant Babes, whoſe 
ſlumbers are undifturbed and ſweet; it con- 
tains your wholeſome Bed, unpolluted by the 
Rapine of Invaſion : it receives you, after the 
honeſt labours of. the day, whether of body 
or of foul; and not even the Battle and Mur- 
der of other Nations, nor any thing but Guilt, 
or the viſitation of Heaven, which happens 
to all men, can prevent your enjoyment of 
unbroken repoſe. The apartment individually 
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allotted to you, whether ſpacious or otherwiſe, 
' incloſes a thouſand other bleſſings; but were 
there only theſe, let thoſe ſenſes and thoſe 
hearts decide whether they are not ſufficient 
to enroll you among the zealous Defenders of 
your Country? Which of you that duly appre- 
ciates theſe peculiar privileges, will not, as 
with one voice, exclaim, as if to bind your- 
ſelves in one ſolemn oath of ne allegi- 
ance to the Common CAusz, ill live 
* or. die, fight or ful. in alle of my 
« CasrLue?” 

Nor is this the 8 851 an Enthuſialt. 
You will be juſtified in it upon every ground 
of natural feeling, reaſon, and common ſenſe: 
for you may defy not only the Malecontents, 
but the Innovators themſelves, to tell you in 
what other part of Europe, not too remote for 
the revolutionary conteſt, ſuch a cradle for the 
young, a crutch ſo ſecure for the aged, or a 
couch ſo ſafe for all, is to be found? With all 
its 8 and amidſt all its injuries, the 
G00 
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Goor olD CASTLE ON THE Rock, is fill 
the beſt Protection of its Natives; and even 
the Sons and Fathers of its moſt*implacable 


Enemies hall it, in this hour of peril, as their 


only aſylum. 

And what, my Countrymen, are your com- 
plaints againſt it?—Are your conditions, in ſome 
particulars, unequal?--Doesthe hand of Power 


ſeem to preſs a heavier burthen on ſome than 


on others?—and is the fruitful Domain, annex- 


ed to your Caſtle, parcelled out unfairly? Do 
not judge in this way: there is no ſituation 
that has not its meaſurès of evil mingled with 
its good: but even on your own eſtimate, you 
can only be comparatively high or low, rich or 
poor: an extenſion of the rule by which you 
judge will make your own allotment as much 
ſuperior to thoſe beneath your deſtiny, as to 
thoſe whom you imagine to be above it: and, 
caſting an eye of obſervation on the ſuffering 
world, there is ſcarcely an Individual in the 

| Realm 
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Realm of England who may not, with grate- 
ful feelings, ejaculate, 
What Myriads wiſh to be as bleſt as Il» 


| Under theſe happy emotions, look then, my 
Countrymen, at your ſtill peaceful cottage, 
and its cheering hearth ;—cheriſh your little 
gardens,—dreſs your ſmiling fields,—or, if you 
have none of the latter, confider what your 
culture of them, for others, produces to you 
in comfort, in health, and ſocial love con- 
ſider them as the wholeſome toil and reward 
of your induſtry. Turn your eye on the Fa- 
mily whom that induſtry nouriſhes; on the 
fick neighbour to whom labour permits the 
morſel and cordials of loving kindneſs to be 
diſpenſed; and as you ſurvey theſe objects of 
the ſocial and kindred heart, with numberleſs 
others that twine like its fibres around them, 
you will be proud of your Country; will feel 
yourſelves more than ever pledged to ſupport 
her; you will bleſs her fruitful foil, which fo 
many enyy ; and detach your thoughts from 
every 
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every thing that would annoy your comfort in 


your Goop oLD CASTLE ON THE Rock, 


ey 
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The recapitulation of the enjoyments ſtill 
ſacred to the PEOPLE OF ENGLAND muſt 
have reached your beſt, becauſe your pureſt, 
affections. And while theſe are leading you 


to a grateful train of thought, and ſtirring your 


hearts to generous feeling, it is a crifis moſt 


' favourable to the tenure on which you hold 


theſe enjoyments: and as that inevitably leads 
to a brief but tremendous account of the re- 
verſe of the Picture, we will make another 
pauſe before it is preſented for your contem- 
plation. In that pauſe, my Countrymen, 
whatever be your ſtate and ſtation, dwell fond- 
ly on the benignant privileges which you 
have yet to boaſt ; and be it the earneſt prayer 
of all Britons to the Fountain of Peace, that 
theſe privileges may continue to THEM, and 
be reſtored to the wiſe and Juſt of every other 
Country, more eſpecially thoſe of the Siſter 
Kingdom 
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Kingdom, for whom we muſt yet feel a kin- 
dred ſolicitude. | 


— — 


—— 


THE CASTLE IN DANGER. 


To draw your feelings, my beloved Coun- 
trymen, from a ſenſe of Security to an alarm 
of Danger; from an almoſt providential ex- 
emption from the general tumults of Society- 
to ſcenes which accumulate Diſmay and Hor- 
ror, ſeems inconſiſtent with the profeſſions 
of a Friend. Yet it is only from clear and 

diſtinct views of an object that we can form 
any correct eſtimate concerning its good or 
evil - the motive, therefore, muſt excuſe me 
to you for the falutary pain I muſt give by 
pointing at the poſſibility of your former 
happy ſenſations being converted into their 
reverſe. Let us, for a moment, contemplate 
the Caftle, and its richly cultivated domain, 
in ruins: for none of you can be ignorant 


that 


47 
that ſuch ruin is meditated; and that it is, 
indeed, the darling paſſion of your moſt de- 
termined Foe. Let us imagine the menace 
to be effected. The devourer has taken poſ- 
ſeſſion of the ſacred Earth that ſurrounds 


your Caſtle. Let us even ſuppoſe, prepoſte- 
rous as is the ſuppoſition, that you ſhould 


deny her the ſuccour ſhe has a right to claim, 
„how ſhall I exhibit to you the ſeatures of the 
: hideous Portrait which would be formed by _ 


ſuch Degeneracy? The faireſt hopes of the 
Scythe and Sickle would fall in one crimſon 
heap before you; and the Inſtruments uſed 
at this tranquil hour to prepare the bread 
of life, would be conſtrained to reap a bloody 
harveſt, in which not only the toils of the 
year, but, of the whole lives of your fore- 
fathers, might, in leſs time than has been 
employed to entruſt the generous ſeed into a 
ſingle acre of the Earth, be involved. Here, 
as, alas! we have but too lately witneſfed 


Huſbandry 


in other countries, every harmleſs utenſil of 


a, Fan 
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Huſbandry might be called in as an auxilliary 
of the deſtructive ſword, to aſſiſt in the mur- 
der of your wives and innocent offspring. 
Or, what is yet more lamentable, your own 
hearts may be hardened, by the contagion of 
dire example, and you, yourſelves, become 
the aſſaſſins of thoſe who are now moſt near 
and dear to you. Or, if there can be an ex- 
treme more dire, more diſnatured than this, 


thoſe very hands which you have eſpouſed at 


the altar of God, and thoſe arms which en- 
fold you with conjugal or paternal love, and 
appeal to you for protection, ſoothe all your 
cares, and double all your joys, may—0 
ſhuddering thought !—be raiſed againſt the 


boſoms of friend or lover, or ſtrike at the 


heart of huſband or father every ſoft tie 
of nature and affettion diſſolved in the frenzy 
of miſtaken zeal, and impelled by the hog 
long vehemence of civil fury. 


From the ſummit of your Cattle, hs a 


fcene like this, even now carrying on in one 
of 
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of the faireſt appendages of your Siſter Coun- 
try: a repetition of the ſoul-ſickening deeds. 
which have been committed in another ill- 


fated land within your view. 


Compared with theſe horrors, what are 
the local hardſhips, or all the temporary dif- 


ſiculties levied by the exigence of the times, 
to prevent them? Which of you would not 


ſacrifice a limb to ſave the whole body? 
Think, for one moment, you ſee the whole- 
ſome, though perhaps hard-earn'd meal, which 


your Induſtry has gained, and your faithful 


wife prepared for you and for her little ones, 


| ſnatched from you. Imagine you behold 


theſe dearer parts of yourſelf bathed in their 
blood dying or dead before you.. 
Nor let ſuch of you, my Countrymen, as 


are more opulently accommodated, believe that 


You will, in any caſe, exchange one good 


for another. O how vainly do ye ſuppoſe, 
that in ſacrificing Riches, ye will purchaſe 
Liber 2 that Slatins- but falſe meteor which 


deludes 


deludes many PR every point of reaſon, 
good faith, and common ſenſe !—You would 
_ only barter patrimonial fortune, or the no- 
- bler acquiſitions of Induſtry, for diſhonour- 
ed Poverty; and fell rational Freedom, 


which may be perfected without theſe hor- 


rors, for more confirmed ſlavery. What bet- 
ter than theſe exchanges have been made 
in any of the countries where the crimſon 
Banner of Revolution has been reared, or 
the boaſted Tree of Liberty planted? Survey 
the reeking trophies of the one, and the 
bitter fruits of the other. In each of the 
' warring countries, whether ſucceſsful or con- 
quered, wherever | Freedom had ten old 
wounds, ſhe has now a thouſand new ones. 
Avoid the laſt, and uſe a better weapon than 
the ſword. of Treaſon —Treaſon againſt your 
oꝛon majeſty. to correct the daring offenders 
. who gave the firſt! 
Ihere are political Cathartics yet to be 
Wart more efficacious than the cauſtic which 
Rebellion can 5 but I Pen, that no 
healing 
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healing power can be uſed till the deep- 
muthed wounds, which are now given to 
DomEesTic ORDER, are cured by the return 
of DomesTic TRANQUILLITY. And this 
brings us to the means by which this order 
and tranquillity can be attained, and which I : 
promiſed to point out. 


THE CASTLE PRESERVED. 


WIDE ſpreading as is the miſchief, my 
Countrymen, what is there of good, not 
phyſically impoſſible, which cannot be ac- 
compliſhed by UNION? 

Turn your eyes to the wonders, the almoſt 
miracles, of Union. Deſerts converted to 
| blooming paſture; the craggy rock into a 
conveyance of living waters; the ſullen flint 
into genial fire; the wild waſte, which ſcarcely _ 
gives the verdure of the thiſtle, into a fragrant 
garden; the moſt baneful poiſons into ſalu- 
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22 
tary food for the healthy, or medicines for the 
ſick; the frowuing pit, and misſhapen quarry 
into a magnificent city. Theſe are the leaſt 
important of the powers of Ux TON; they 


are the work of men's hands :—a nobler woll- 
der is reſerved for you, my Countrymen—for 


your hearts ;—an honeſt exertion of theſe in 
the Common CavsE ſhall preſerve your in- 
heritance. Union ſhall make your fixed 
and floating Caſtles indeed triumphant. But 
the Union muſt not only be general, as, praiſe 
be to the Britiſh character, it now is—it muſt 
be Un1vERSAL,—the whole Patriot ſoul 
informing and animating the- whole Patriot 


body. 


The beſt, braveſt, and moſt wiſe amongſt 
you, of ALL parties, agree to call the defence 
of your native Land againſt an znvading Foe, 


whether foreign or domeſtic, true Patriotiſm. 


In the name of the Patriot, then, I conjure 
you to encourage it —My Friends, it is the 
ardent, active, and ſacred principle that has 
| | already 
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already led you to ſuſpend all your accuſ- 
tomed pleaſures, all gainful purſuits, or at 
leaſt to conſider them as ſecondary ; to poſt- 
pone every queſtion of what is hereafter td 
be diſcuſſed, and every meaſure that may be 
adopted for Prince or People, for Church or 
State. The more you contemplate, the 
more will you be convinced that Union 
is the one thing immediately needful. With- 
out it, indeed, "nothing either of Heaven 
or Farth could preſerve its beauty or its 
uſe. A few diſcordant parts would unſettle 
the whole ſyſtem of the ſpheres,—the planets 
would ruſh furious on each other, the moon 
be hurled from her orbit, and the Earth 
be ſhrivelled like a ſcroll by a ſpark from 
the ſun. My Countrymen, imitate that 
which holds the Heavens themſelves together. 
UNITE: PRESERVE ORDER: BER FAITH UI 
ro YouRsELVES; and, ſecure in your 
Goo OLD CASTLE ON THE Rock, you 
may bid defiance to the embattled Globe. 


THE END. 


